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York pennies only were struck, those of Durham being
by far the rarest of the series. They are of very neat
and uniform appearance, and as they are not noticed in
SuelHng's work, we may assume that they were unknown
a century ago. In type they closely resemble the London
money. Of the same good workmanship and uniform
appearance is a small portion of the York money; but
the majoi-ity of the pennies minted at that city were struck
from dies very coarsely executed, and much irregularity is
displayed in their general appearance, in their weight, and
in other particulars, some well preserved specimens barely
reaching 15 grains. This marked difference in the design
of the pennies struck at York is so obvious that, at first
sight, they can readily be separated into two classes.
This want of resemblance is not alone confined 'to the
reign of Richard II., since the same broad distinction in
the type of the York pennies is, though perhaps in a less
degree, perceivable during the reigns of some of his
immediate successors. Such dissimilarity in type ought
not by right to have existed, for when the grant of issuing
money was conferred on any particular city, it was at the
same time ordered that a particular type, size, weight, and
standard should be adhered to; and it was in order to
prevent fraud, and to ascertain whether the directions given
were not evaded, that the trials of the Pix at Westminster
were instituted. At those trials "pieces taken at random
from the whole mass coined at each mint jvere melted
and assayed, and, if found to be of the prescribed weight
and fineness, the moneyers, masters, and workers of the
mint received their quietus, and were freest frcnp. all
charges which might hereafter be brought against them/'1
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